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Dear Young People, 

 

November is the month that 

the Church has given us to re-

mind us about how important 

it is to offer prayers for those 

who have died.  Transitioning 

from earthly life to full union 

with God in heaven is not in-

stantaneous. We call this tran-

sition "purgatory".  Purgatory is 

a gift of God's mercy, not a 

punishment.  Pope John Paul II 

liked to point out that purga-

tory is a place of joy.  Let's not 

forget that!  Your departed 

loved ones who believed in Je-

sus are rejoicing in the Beatific 

Vision to the extent that they 

are ready to be united to it.  

They are rejoicing because they 

are free from evil and are to-

tally with God, even if they're 

not totally in his glory yet.  So 

this month, why not take a mo-

ment to pray for those fam-

ily and friends that have died 

and ask for God’s mercy and 

love. 

 

With God’s blessings, 
Fr Janusz Bieniek CSMA 

PARISH PRIEST 

 

 Want more information about what’s in this 

bulletin, or anything else that’s going for the 

youth?  Have something you want people to 

hear?  Email: 

youth.at.chatswood@gmail.com  
 Meet up with other youth in the parish – join 

our group on facebook: Youth@Chatswood 
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wassup ... 

Social  
Justice ... 

Let’s collect presents and 
bring some Christmas joy 
to people’s lives.  We’re 
going to work with Vin-
nies to collect toys, non-
perishable food items, 
summer clothes, books, 
cd’s/dvd’s, toiletries, per-
fume, maybe some movie 
vouchers or mobile phone 
credit.  Think about what 
you would like to receive, 
or something that you 
take for granted and 
wouldn’t even make it on to your list.  Have a great idea?  Send an email and we’ll put 
the word out. 
 

Call out for wool blankets in need of a new home.  I know this seems like a strange 
time of year for it, but these weird and unpredictable cold snaps are generating an in-
crease in need for more blankets.  I’m going on Night Patrol on 1st Dec, please bring 
any blankets to me or Suzanne Camilleri before/after the 5.30pm youth mass before 1st 
Dec and I can take them with me.    
Thanks!  Bridge  Christmas Eve Youth Mass ... 

Want to get involved in the celebrations??  Like to read, or 
wanna just help out a bit?  Maybe you love to sing, or you 
rock on the drums.  We want everyone to get involved and 
share the fun and joy that is the Christmas season!  Flick us an 
ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΗ 

Urban Theology is proud to present Robert Haddad from Lumen Verum Apologetics to explain why we need 

the Pope - not only the basis of the authority of Peter and his successors over Christ's flock, but how the 

Papacy helps Catholics today. 
 

Date:  Mon 16th November 

Time: 6.30pm dinner, 7.30pm start 

Place: Lvl 1, St James Hotel, 114 Castlereagh Street Syd 

Format: Live interview + audience Q&A. 
 

twitter.com/UrbanTheology 

www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=32556642026 

Urban Theology 

Retreat for Young Women. November 27th (7pm) to 

29th (4pm).  Women 18-35 are invited to the beautiful Mt 

Schoenstatt Retreat Centre, Mulgoa, to hear from a great 

line-up of speakers including Jenni Winters, Sr Hilda 

Scott OSB, Sr Mary Madeline OP and Karen Doyle.  Re-

treat includes reflection time, Mass, prayer time, a Q&A 

panel, opportunities for private spiritual direction and 

talks on discovering Godõs plans for your life; love, sex 

and marriage; prayer and deepening your prayer life; and 

vocations of women. 

Cost $150 (incl meals, accomm).  Assistance with trans-

port may be provided on application.   

More info or to register contact Elizabeth Arblaster on 

(02) 9390 5937 or elizabeth.arblaster@sydneycatholic.org   

An initiative of combined works, groups and agencies of 

the Archdiocese of Sydney. 
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JP II 

ñOh, leave him alone!  

If he wants to be a 

pacifist instead of an 

army ant, thatôs fine!ò 

mailto:elizabeth.arblaster@sydneycatholic.org


Musings for All Saints and All Souls Day         

(1 November) 
  

Every saint has a past and ever sinner a future. The saints are sinners who fall 
down and get up! To be a saint means to be oneself, to be REAL, warts and 
all. All Saints and All Souls Day are about us, everyone one of us, being called to 
holiness as GodĴs beloved. Thank God every saint has a soul for that soul is 
GodĴs homing device. 
 

We all have Ķreserved seatsķ in heaven. All these seats will be occupied one day, 
when we come to realize we truly are GodĴs beloved: created in the image and 
likeness of God: the ĳcommunion of saintsĴ. GodĴs claim to fame is this commun-
ion here on earth as it is in heaven. We are never alone or a mob of battlers un-
sure of how the road leads home. Whoever brought us here will have to take us 
home. 
 

There is already a Ķcloud of witnessesķ smiling and watching over us, Ķthe faith-
ful departedķ, and the countless Ķanonymous saintsķ who have touched our lives, 
who were not flushed with success. Their stumbling and fumbling, sinning and 
goodness went on till they left us heaven bound. Saints thrive in the messiness 
of life, for this is where they find their God! In the cracks! Pray to your loved 
ones during this November. While here on earth they gave us strength, why 
would their loving support and presence stop now? 
 

During November letĴs reconnect with our love ones who have gone to God. 
LetĴs keep the Ķfaithful departedķ in our memory and ask God to keep draw 
them close. Pray for healing, restoration and forgiveness through Father, Son 
and Spirit! And let gentle tears flow, in missing them dearly. May our daily pat-
tern of living, dying and rising ı the ups and downs of our life in the Spirit of 
love ı sweep us (Yes, us! plain people) -  up into the life of Christ, the life of his 
Saints. All Saints and All Souls, are living proof that God never gives up on us no 
matter what, God loves us all sooooooo much! 
 

Patricia Therese Benedict Thomas 
You are a blessing 
Live and Be the Beloved 

November: The Month of the Holy Souls  
 

During the month of November we offer up our prayers for the Holy Souls in Purgatory.  
 

The Holy Souls are those who have passed away, in grace, and have entered into a place called 
Purgatory. To die in grace is to die after confessing to God our sins wholeheartedly, saying we 
ŀǊŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ ǎƻǊǊȅ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΦ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ !ƴƎŜƭ DŀōǊƛŜƭ 
ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ aŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΣ άIŀƛƭ aŀǊȅΣ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ graceΣ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦέ aŀǊȅ ǿŀǎ 
the only human, apart from Jesus, to be without sin because she was full of grace. And it is for 
this reason that God chose to work through May by asking her to give birth to Jesus and raise 
him as her own. 
 

tǳǊƎŀǘƻǊȅ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǊŎȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ƻǳƭǎ ǘƻ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŀǘƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
sins committed during their life on earth. It is unknown the length of time that they may re-
main in this place but it promised that they have a place in Heaven.  
 

As Catholics, we believe in loving others through our thoughts, words and actions. We believe 
in hard work, charity and the power of prayer. During their time in Purgatory, the Holy Souls 
are said to be helpless, as in they need our prayers. We should pray for the souls in Purgatory 
ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ Ƨƻƛƴ DƻŘ ƛƴ IŜŀǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƘƻƳŜΦ  
 

²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǊŜŀŘ Ψ¢ƘŜ tŀǊŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴŦƻǊƎƛǾƛƴƎ {ŜǊǾŀƴǘΩΣ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ муΥнм-35 
where Christ teaches about the importance of forgiveness. In his example a king wishes to set-
tle accounts with his slaves. The king forgives a slave who owes him a lot of money and lets 
him go. But the slave selfishly demanded money from another slave who owed him a fraction 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ǊŜǇŀȅƳŜƴǘΦ !ǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ƘŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎƭŀǾŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¸ƻǳ ǿƻǊǘƘƭŜǎǎ ǎƭŀǾŜΗ L ŦƻǊƎŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ȅƻǳ ƻǿŜŘ ƳŜΣ 
just because you asked me to. You should have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had 
ƳŜǊŎȅ ƻƴ ȅƻǳΦΩ Lƴ ŀƴƎŜǊ ƘŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ƨŀƛƭ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǳƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƘŜ ǇŀƛŘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ 
amount. Jesus concluded his teaching to his followers by saying, Ψ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ Ƙƻǿ Ƴȅ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ 
ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǘǊŜŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘΦΩ  
 

Your sister in Christ, Stephy. 

Check it out ...  
An advent calendar which encourages you to reflect each day on how you live as a disciple of 

Christ http://www.caritas.org.au/advent/ 
 

1st Sunday of Advent- 29th November 2009  Gospel Lk 21:25-28, 34-36 

"Beware that your hearts do not become drowsy frométhe anxieties of daily life." 

Reflection  Is it possible that we are inactive on more important issues because the routines of 

daily life demand that we devote our time to other things? If so, what are s ome of the ways that 

we can act to remedy the situation? 

http://www.caritas.org.au/advent/
http://www.usccb.org/nab/112909.shtml#gospel

