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This icon (egg tempera and gold leaf on wood
panel, 28" x 22") is “based on a fifteenth century
Greek prototype; here Christ is shown in Latin
Rite vestments with a gold pelican over His
heart, the ancient symbol of self-sacrifice. The
borders contain a windig grapevine and altar
prepared for the celebration of the liturgy of the
Mass; in the borders are smaller icons of
Melchizedek and St. Jean-Baptiste Vianney.” |t
is St. John Vianney whom Pope Benedict XVI,
with the announcement of this special year, has
declared the Universal Patron of Priests.

Czarnecki, the icon’s designer, explains: “| wrote
the icon about seven years ago [for seminarians
and priests] to be able to see Christ in
themselves, and themselves in Christ. We often
hear that the icon is called a window; in this
case, it's also meant to be a mirror.” The Good
Shepherd reminds the priest that he is to “lay
down his life for his sheep.”

Go to the link on the hiome page of the parish wehsite for
more updated information www.chaiswostnarish.cig.au
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June 2009 to June 2010 — Year for Priests

Pope Benedict XVI has declared a “Year for
Priests” beginning with the Solemnity of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus on June 19, 2009. The
year will conclude in Rome with an
international gathering of priests with the Holy
Father on June 19, 2010.

With the announcement of this Year for
Priests, the Pope has declared St. John
Vianney the Universal Patron of Priests on the
occasion of the 150th anniversary of the death
of the Curé d’Ars.

Please pray for our priests that they might
always be faithful to their sacred calling.

A prayer for Priestly Vocations

O God our Father, You promised “I will appoint
shepherds for My sheep who will shepherd them so
that they need no longer fear and tremble: and none
shall be missing” (Jer. 23:4-5).

Hear the prayers of Your flock. Through the
intercession of Your beloved priest, Saint Jean Marie
Vianney, we beg You to call to the sacramental
priesthood generous men who will desire nothing
more than to serve You in imitation of Your Son, Our
Lord Jesus Christ, our High Priest.

And after You call them, we pray that You sustain the
doubtful, console the discouraged, and strengthen
the weak as they start the long and demanding
preparation for the priesthood.

Mary, mother of priests and
example of faithful, humble, and
joyful acceptance of God's will,
help all those who are called to
the priesthood to open their
ears and hearts to the gentle
call of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



