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Editor Update - Fran Contents
Hi everyone! My name is Fran (the YAC designer). If you've read YAC Editor Update
before you'd know that our lovely editor is Karen. For the next few Intern Update
months she'll be busy and can't edit YAC (oh no!) so T'll be editing for a Reflective Q's
w)hile... but that's all fine since we have more youth to be writing for YAC Behind the
I'm very happy to be doing this next edition of YAC because it is our Scenes With
' anniversary edition! It's been quite a year since we've first started and I O.ur' Youth Bc.md
look forward to another 12 months of YAC yet to come. As a special Dirty Shoes in
edition, I decided to change the design of YAC not just to make the design more Church
awesome, but to also make it a bit more organized. What a Year!
So what's in store for this edition? We have stories from some of the people you might Flame CaFE
know already and even one from one of our newest members! Expect lots of great photos Report
of our activities as well! :) Love
~Fran. Suggestions
Comments
Iintern Update - Ryan Flame CaFE
Photos

It's been a busy time for the Interns during the first few
months of 2011l The countdown is beginning for Madrid,
the tickets are being booked and we're all starting to get
pretty excited- the Intern group have been going to
monthly meetings featuring the sights and sounds of Spain,
some packing tips and even having a go at saying basic
Spanish phrases! In a more spiritual sense, we have been
learning about differing prayer styles such as the Divine

Office and Lectio Divina in order to equip us in our journey of pilgrimage in
Madrid. We'll also be around for the Easter Triduum masses and would love
to have a chat with all of you!

People getting out of their seats and
A big highlight of our journey so far has been playing and performing at getting into our lively music at Flame in

T . . . Pymble Parish! (see page 4 for more!)
Pymble Parish in collaboration with the Flame youth group, giving us (Photo courtesy of Gabby Johnson, thank you

inspiration and energy (and a few new songs to sing at mass)! In addition, we | gappy

have been planning for and facilitating contact with the local high schools of
Mercy College and St Pius X College in a bid to reach out to youth within the wider community of the parish-
watch this spacell

We'll also be selling Chocolate Paschal Lambs and doing the Hot Cross Bun Music Jam this year on the 2nd-3rd
of April at all masses including Filipino mass!- so come and meet us (if you haven't already). We're always up for
your suggestions, comments or even if you just need to vent about giving up CHOCOLATE for Lent!

The Intern group and myself all hope that your own Lenten journey is going well! :)

-Ryan

*_true worshippers will worship in spirit and truth: that ~ In my family life: Are we fair dinkum” about why we go fo Mass
is the kind of worshipper the Father wants." -John 4:23 1o thank God and be "transfigured"?

At school: Am I really and honestly glad to thank God ~ Think and pray about this Gospel phrase during the week!

for my life, my opportunities, and abilities?

At work or study: Do I bring my whole heartandmind How does the phrase ohe will tell
to times of prayer and worship?

(Questions courtesy of the Broken Bay Diocese Website Bulletin Downloads)
o =




Behind The Scenes with our Youth Band - Kenrick

Hello my friends. My name is Kenrick Lam and I am a first year university student. I have only
' started to regularly come to the youth band for around one and a half months now. I was
introduced to the Chatswood youth group last year when a friend invited me o a barbeque

" organized by a few of the members to fundraise money for the Pakistan flood victims. During
that time I met some of the youth members there and had an instant like of the whole group
straight away. After that I occasionally attended the youth group's activities such as
baskeTball and sunset viewing. The people there were always very friendly and each occasion
became extremely enjoyable thanks to everyone of them. I would also join them in practice for
youth mass and watching their superb musical talents form together to create such amazing music really
astounded me. I'm sure a lot of you have heard the sounds they create in mass yourselves and can understand
my amazement.

But in the end I believe it was just the friendly and sociable nature of the youth members that really
attracted me to joining the group and I would like to suggest to any young people in the parish o just meet
some of the guys and maybe you will see why T love it so much.

Kenos XD

Dir<y Shoes In €hurch

T showered and shaved............. I adjusted my tie. His voice lifted the rafters... His hands were raised high.

I got there and sat.............. In a pew just in time. The Lord could surely hear. The shoe man's voice from the
sky.

Bowing my head in prayer......... As I closed my eyes.

Tt was time for the offering...... And what I threw in was
I saw the shoe of the man next to me..... Touching my own. I steep.
sighed.

I watched as the shoe man reached.... Into his pockets so
With plenty of room on either side...... T thought, ‘Why deep.
must our soles touch?"

I saw what was pulled out......... What the shoe man put in.
It bothered me, his shoe touching mine... But it didn't
bother him much. Then I heard a soft 'clink' . As when silver hits tin.
A prayer began: 'Our Father'............. T thought, 'This man  The sermon really bored me.... To tears, and that's no lie.

with the shoes, has no pride.
It was the same for the shoe man... For tears fell from his
They're dusty, worn, and scratched. Even worse, there are  eyes.
holes on the sidel’
At the end of the service... As is the custom here.
"Thank You for blessings," the prayer went on.
We must greet new visitors, And show them all good
The shoe man said............... A quiet 'Amen.’ cheer.

T tried to focus on the prayer....... But my thoughts were on  But I felt moved somehow.. And wanted o meet the shoe

his shoes again. man.
Aren't we supposed to look our best. When walking through So after the closing prayer......... I reached over and shook
that door? his hand.

‘Well, this certainly isn't it," I thought, Glancing toward He was old and his skin was dark..... And his hair was truly a

the floor. mess.
Then the prayer was ended.. And the songs of praise began. But I thanked him for coming......... For being our guest.
The shoe man was certainly loud.. Sounding proud as he He said, 'My names' Charlie... I'm glad to meet you, my

sang.. friend.'




There were tears in his eyes.. But he had a large, wide grin.  'But T thought if I could touch you..' Then maybe our souls

might unite.'
‘Let me explain,’ he said.......... Wiping tears from his eyes.

T was silent for a moment..... Knowing whatever was said
'I've been coming here for months.... And you're the first to
say 'Hi."' Would pale in comparison... I spoke from my heart, not my

head.
‘I know that my appearance......... 'Is not like all the rest.

'Oh, you've touched me,' I said......"' And taught me, in part;
‘But I really do try.............. 'To always look my best.'

'That the best of any man... Is what is found in his heart.'
'I always clean and polish my shoes..'Before my very long
walk. The rest, T thought,........ This shoe man will never know.

'But by the time I get here.......'They're dirty and dusty,  Like just how thankful I really am... That his dirty old shoe

like chalk.' touched my soul
My heart filled with pain... And T swallowed to hide my (Source: Forwarded email from Elaine Phang. Details of
tears. the original writer could not be found.)

As he continued to apologize.... For daring to sit so near

He said, "When I get here.....'T know I must look a sight.

What aYear! - Suzanne €Camilleri (Pastoral Associate)

As the 2 year Internship program draws to a close with planning for the Pilgrimage to WYD11 Madrid in full swing,
it seems an appropriate time to look back on all the Interns have achieved: being involved with everything from
the 5.30pm Sunday Youth Mass to hospitality for Parish events & Social Justice fund raising. On behalf of Fr
Paul, thanks to Karen, Elaine, Ryan, Michelle, Fran, Jez and Marius. 2011 is the year of our pilgrimage o Madrid in
August but we all look forward to bringing that 'mountain’ experience and inspiration back to the Diocese and the
Parish and mentoring the next wave of young people! Is God calling you to get involved and maybe be an

Intern? Let us help - come up to any of the current Interns after any Youth Mass or contact me at the Parish
Office or on 0415 820 494.

Flame €aFE Night Report - Rez

Hey, everyone its Rez.

As some of you may know, Chatswood's Youth Group is starting to grow more and more and one
of our goals is to get involved with other parishes, especially their youth to pray and worship
together.

Well on the 5th of March, we did just that. We joined Pymble parish's Flame CaFE night and
were one of the main guests, singing a multitude of songs, getting the crowd together and just
feeling God's presence among and within us, it had ignited our spirits (geddit? flame = ignite
oooh!). We had such a fun time that most of us ended up getting home late.

Not only did we grow ourselves but we also grew as a team. JAM's
coming closer together - through the tough organization and hard work of each and
every member, and in the end it paid of f!

With great food and great music came great company, people speaking awesome
| festimonies about how they were saved from the lowest time in their lives by their
faith in God as a drug addict and as someone facing death.

5:30pm
I can only look forward to what our youth has in store for this year, with our youth

band/choir practically doubling from last year, we can only get better. Look out for our
next events such as fundraising for Easter, or stay back after church to chat to us if
you want to know more about how Flame CaFE night went or just fo chat. :D:D:D

youth.at.chatswood@
hotmail.com

Peace, love and LOL, Rez.
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